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My name is Jacynta-lee and I am the business owner and
founder of Salty Oak Photography.

I absolutely love doing everything I can to provide my
clients the best possible service to ensure their valuable

memories are preserved in the best possible way, so I
have put together this guide in the hopes it will give you
some little tips and tricks that you may not have thought
of yet to make your very special wedding day a little less

stressful!

Jacynta-lee 



Planning a wedding can be an
exciting yet overwhelming
experience, filled with countless
decisions, details, and emotions.
But fear not! This wedding guide is
here to offer guidance, inspiration,
and practical tips to ensure that
your journey from "Yes" to "I do" is
nothing short of extraordinary.

I've compiled a wealth of
knowledge, insights, and practical
advice to help you navigate the
wedding planning process with
ease and confidence. we
lco
me

About this guide
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Determine your budget ear ly  on
and al locate funds to d i f ferent
aspects of  the wedding,  such as
venue, cater ing,  decor,  and
at t i re.  St ick to your budget
throughout the planning process.

1.

 Star t  p lanning wel l  in  advance
to ensure you have enough t ime
to make decis ions,  book
vendors,  and handle any
unexpected chal lenges.

2.

Make a comprehensive checkl is t
to keep t rack of  a l l  the tasks and
deadl ines leading up to the
wedding day.  This wi l l  help you
stay organized and ensure that
nothing is  over looked.

3.

 Use a wedding binder or  d ig i ta l
tool  to store important
documents,  contracts,  and
contact  informat ion.  This wi l l
help you stay organized and
easi ly  access informat ion when
needed.

4.

FIRST THINGS
FIRST



Planning a budget- f r iendly wedding requires
carefu l  p lanning,  resourcefulness,  and
pr ior i t izat ion.

BUDGET TIPS



Determine the aspects of  your
wedding that  are most
important  to you and al locate a
larger port ion of  your budget  to
those areas

1.

 Be mindful  of  your guest  l is t
s ize,  as i t  d i rect ly  impacts
var ious wedding expenses such
as cater ing,  venue space,  and
invi tat ions

2.

Embrace DIY projects and
personal  touches to add a
unique f la i r  to your wedding
whi le saving money.  Create
your own centerpieces,  design
and pr int  your inv i tat ions,  or
craf t  wedding favors.

3.

Consider schedul ing your
wedding dur ing of f -peak
seasons or  on weekdays.
Venues and vendors of ten of fer
discounted rates dur ing less
popular  t imes,  a l lowing you to
secure bet ter  deals.

4.

Research and compare pr ices
among di f ferent  vendors before
making a f inal  decis ion.  Seek
recommendat ions,  negot iate
contracts,  and explore more
af fordable opt ions wi thout
compromising on qual i ty

5.

TOP 5 BUDGET TIPS



When i t  comes to p lanning a wedding,
there are several  key e lements that
should be booked ear ly  on to ensure
avai labi l i ty  and to lay a st rong
foundat ion for  the rest  of  the p lanning
process.  Here are f ive important
th ings to book f i rs t  for  a wedding:

Venue :  The venue sets the stage
for  your ent i re wedding day,  so
secur ing a venue should be one of
your top pr ior i t ies.

1.

Caterer :  Food is  a centra l
component of  any wedding
celebrat ion.  Consider schedul ing
tast ings to sample thei r  menu
opt ions and f inal ize a cater ing
contract  that  sui ts  your
requirements.

2.

Photographer/Videographer :
Captur ing the precious moments
of  your wedding day is  essent ia l .
F ind a professional  photographer
and/or  v ideographer whose sty le
resonates wi th you and whose
port fo l io showcases the qual i ty
and aesthet ic  you desire.

3.

WHAT TO
BOOK FIRST



4.Officiant :  I f  you plan to have a ceremony
that  is  more personal ized or  non-t radi t ional ,
f inding an of f ic iant /celebrant  who shares your
v is ion and values is  crucia l .  
5.  Wedding Planner/Coordinator :  Hir ing a
wedding planner or  coordinator  can be
immensely benef ic ia l ,  par t icular ly  i f  you' re
working wi th a busy schedule or  have l imi ted
exper ience in wedding planning.  

Remember,  every wedding is  unique,  and your
pr ior i t ies may vary based on personal
preferences and speci f ic  c i rcumstances.
However,  by secur ing these key elements
ear ly  on,  you' l l  have a sol id foundat ion for  the
rest  of  your wedding planning and can focus
on the f iner  detai ls  as your specia l  day
approaches.



Before you star t  searching for
venues,  have a c lear v is ion of  your
desired wedding sty le and budget.
Consider whether you want a rust ic ,
modern,  garden,  beach,  or  formal
wedding ect .  This wi l l  help you
narrow down your opt ions and f ind
venues that  a l ign wi th your
aesthet ic  preferences and your
f inancia l  s tate.

CHOOSING A
VENUE



Schedule v is i ts  to mul t ip le venues to
get  a sense of  thei r  ambiance,  layout ,
and avai lable ameni t ies.  Walk through
the spaces,  envis ioning how your
wedding wi l l  f low wi th in each venue.
Take note of  any restr ic t ions,  such as
noise regulat ions,  vendor restr ic t ions,
or  decor l imi tat ions.

Think about  the t ime of  year you plan
to get  marr ied.  Consider whether the
venue of fers indoor and outdoor
opt ions or  has sui table backup plans
in case of  inc lement weather.  I f  you
have a speci f ic  season or  date in
mind,  book the venue wel l  in  advance
to secure your desired date.

Remember to thoroughly review
contracts,  ask about  payment
schedules,  and c lar i fy  any quest ions
or concerns you may have before
signing any agreements.



Wake up ear ly  and give yoursel f  ample t ime to
star t  the day wi thout  feel ing rushed.  This wi l l
a l low you to re lax,  enjoy the process,  and set  a
posi t ive tone for  the rest  of  the day.
Star t  your day wi th a heal thy and sat is fy ing
breakfast  to fuel  your energy levels.  Choose
foods that  won' t  cause bloat ing or  d iscomfort
throughout the day.
Dr ink p lenty of  water  to keep yoursel f  hydrated.
Consider having a bot t le of  water  nearby
throughout the morning to s ip on.

GETTING READY



02Avoid t ry ing any new
skincare products or
t reatments on the morning of
your wedding.  St ick to the
products and rout ine that  you
know work wel l  wi th your
skin to minimize the r isk of
i r r i tat ion or  unexpected
react ions.
Make sure your get t ing-ready
space is  c lean,  c lut ter- f ree,
and wel l - l i t .  Play some
relaxing music or  create a
playl is t  that  sets a posi t ive
and calm ambiance.
Choose comfortable c loth ing
that  can easi ly  be removed
without  messing up your hair
and makeup when i t 's  t ime to
put  on your wedding at t i re.
Consider wear ing a but ton-up
shir t  or  a robe that  won' t
inter fere wi th your hair  or
makeup.



FOR THE
PHOTOGRAPHY

Steam ALL of  the dresses the
night  before.
Put  a l l  deta i l  shot  i tem in one
spot .  Typical  Detai l  i tems are:  a l l
3 r ings (engagement and
wedding bands--make sure
you've c leaned them!) ,  r ing box,
shoes,  vei l ,  earr ings,  necklace,
inv i tat ion sui tes,  perfume bot t les,
specia l  mementos,  some spare
f lora ls 
Typical  Detai l  i tems for  the guys
are:  t ie ,  cuf f l inks,  watch,  socks,
shoes,  cologne bot t le,  smal l
l iquor bot t le,  specia l  mementos,
etc.
Clean the area as you go!  Or
have someone in charge of
keeping the area t idy.



I t 's  a lways a good idea to have someone on
hand that  knows how to t ie a t ie ,  and put  on

boutonniere for  the men, or  at  least  have
them learn how to before the wedding day.

And for  the ladies,  have someone pract ice
how to bust le your dress,  or  take a v ideo on

how to do i t .



TIMELINE TIPS

Determine your pr ior i t ies and goals for  the day.
What are the must-have elements and events?
This wi l l  help you structure the t imel ine around

these key moments.



Begin working on your wedding
t imel ine as soon as possib le.  The
professionals you have hi red should
be able to assist  you wi th th is i f  you
are unsure.  Make sure you send
them al l  a copy!

Be real is t ic  wi th t iming.  I t 's  bet ter  to
have some buf fer  t ime than to feel
rushed.

I f  you have mul t ip le locat ions for
di f ferent  parts of  your wedding day
(ceremony,  recept ion,  photo session,
etc. ) ,  factor  in t ravel  t ime between
these venues.  

Assign speci f ic  tasks to t rusted
fr iends,  fami ly  members,  or  your
wedding planner to help manage the
t imel ine on the day of  the wedding

And most  important ly ,  make t ime to
take a few minutes a lone together to
soak in the s igni f icance of  the day
and enjoy each other 's  company.



Consider creat ing a s impl i f ied vers ion of
the t imel ine or  schedule to inc lude in

your wedding programs or  on a s ign at
the venue.  This wi l l  help guests know

what to expect  throughout the day.



First  looks wi th your partner or  father can be an emot ional
t ime. Make sure you and the other person you are meet ing
are ready and on locat ion on t ime to ensure th is goes
smoothly!

Don' t  want  to do a f i rs t  look? That 's  ok!  A heart - fe l t  le t ter  or
a f i rs t  touch are a lways just  as specia l  too.  I f  you want to
incorporate these,  p lease let  your photographer know so
they can be prepared.

FIRST LOOKS



You've now been pronounced a
marr ied couple,  how exci t ing!
Some t ips for  the recessional :

Hold that  f i rs t  k iss for  3-5
seconds to ensure the
photographer gets i t !  You could
even k iss a second t ime. Make
sure the of f ic iant  knows to jump
out of  the way f i rs t !

Confet t i ,  bubbles,  f lower petals
or  r ice look beaut i fu l  when you
are coming back down the ais le.
This is  a good t ime to k iss again
surrounded by your guests,  and
again at  the end of  the a is le
wi th your guests behind you.

Make sure your fami ly  knows
not to rush of f  af ter  the
ceremony to cocktai l  hour for
thei r  photos.  Let t ing them know
who you would l ike in the photos
is a good idea before your day.

Making a detai led group shot
l is t  for  your photographer works
wel l  to ensure you get  a l l  the
group photos you want.

CEREMONY
RECESSIONAL



YOUR DAY
A s  y o u  r e a c h  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s

w e d d i n g  g u i d e ,  I  h o p e  t h a t  i t  h a s
s e r v e d  a s  a  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  a n d  a

s o u r c e  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  y o u r
j o u r n e y  t o w a r d s  y o u r  d r e a m

w e d d i n g .  P l a n n i n g  a  w e d d i n g  i s  a n
e x c i t i n g  a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e

e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  I  a m  h o n o r e d  t o  b e
a  p a r t  o f  i t .

J u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h i s  i s  Y O U R  D A Y .
T a i l o r  i t  t o  s u i t  y o u !
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